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Government, civil society, and donors share ways of integrating gender, poverty reduction

SIEM REAP, September 17, 2003 – More than 90 government and civil society representatives from six countries are gathering here this week to discuss ways to look at social and economic issues from a gender perspective.

The six countries – Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Mongolia, Timor Leste and Vietnam – all of which are preparing or carrying out national poverty reduction strategies, are discussing these issues at the two-day Second Regional Workshop on Gender and Poverty Reduction Strategies.

The Governor of Siem Reap province Mr. Chap Nhalyvuth, who opened the workshop, called it “a great opportunity to share experiences and important lessons from different countries and for the participants to help each other make the various national strategies more effective in helping to reduce poverty.”

Ms. Ing Kantha Phavy, Head of the Cambodian delegation and Secretary of State of the Ministry of Women's and Veteran's Affairs, recalled the first workshop for gender and poverty reduction strategies in March 2002 in Hanoi. "For our first regional meeting in Hanoi, the Ministry of Women's and Veterans' Affairs did a lot of preparation on its Gender Action Plan for the PRSP, and we were very stimulated by our experience in the First Regional Workshop."

“When we refer to the poor, we need to take account of women as well as men,” said Mr. Patrick Brandt of the Netherlands. “Poverty generally has more negative effects on women, so gender relations must be given  attention in any effort to reduce poverty,” he said noting that the Dutch development agency uses national poverty reduction strategies as guiding principles for their assistance. He also said that to successfully implement gender-sensitive and gender-responsive poverty reduction strategies, there needs to be a good understanding of what that means with commitments at all levels of responsibility, from the national to local government.

Mr. Kim Saysamalen, Secretary General of the Council for Social Development and Undersecretary of State of the Ministry of Planning in Cambodia, noted the difficulty of implementing policies that have a real impact on gender and poverty reduction in addition to the range of other development problems facing any developing country. 

Aid money “becomes debased if it is not used for those who are the most needy,” he said. “To reach  the poorest may be the goal for all of us, but this invariably gets deflected in the desire for planners to try and address all the problems the country faces.  So we can  have the best policies (to address poverty and gender) in the world, but without money to back them they will remain simply a ‘wish list.’”


The participants also discussed ways to address gender as an integral part of any poverty reduction strategy – and not just as a separate section entitled “gender.” 

“The face of poverty is a female one," said Ms. Mandy Woodhouse, East Asia Regional Gender Lead of Oxfam Great Britain. Two thirds of the poor in Asia are female. She added that although it has been 30 years since women’s development has been acknowledged as an issue, there “has not been much progress in understanding gender inequity as a core poverty issue and, therefore, an essential starting point (for any work on development).”

She added that ensuring poverty reduction strategies actually serve poor men and women is a right of the people such initiatives are supposed to help.  “It is also an obligation for us, the participants, who have gathered here in this comfortable setting,” she added.

Karen Mason from the World Bank said that although the integration of gender in poverty reduction strategies is improving, there is still a long way to go. She congratulated the three East Asian countries who have completed their strategies, Cambodia, Lao PDR and Mongolia, for being among the countries that have managed to integrate  gender issues.

Organized by the World Bank in partnership with UNIFEM, ADB, DFID, Oxfam, the Netherlands, and UNDP – the workshop aims to review and exchange experiences in addressing women’s – and men’s – issues in national poverty reduction strategies. The participants in the workshop are sharing information on developing or refining gender-sensitive indicators to monitor progress in reducing poverty and gender disparities; and are learning techniques for budgeting for key gender-responsive policies as well as advocacy techniques to help get these policies adopted.

The lessons learned in this workshop will help countries improve the effectiveness of their national strategies for reducing poverty – and will contribute to the discussion at the upcoming Second Regional Conference on National Poverty Reduction Strategies, which will be help in Phnom Penh October 16 – 18, 2003.

For more information about the Phnom Penh conference, please see our website at http://www.worldbank.org/asiapovertyconference

