MR PATRICK BRANDT: Director of Development, Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands in Thailand

Your Excellencies, Distinguished Guess, Ladies and Gentlemen

On behalf of the Government of the Netherlands, I have the honor to be here today for the 2nd regional workshop on gender and poverty reduction strategies which the Netherlands co-sponsors with DFID, OXFAM, UNDP and ADB, It is also my pleasure to thank the Cambodian Government for its hospitality and to look forward to the full participation of all you here present.

Poverty reduction is the main objective of the Dutch development policy, which uses national poverty reduction strategies pursued by developing countries as a guiding principle. Those strategies as we know represent the efforts of the developing countries to meet the challenges of the Millennium Development Goals or MDGs, of which the ultimate goal is to bring the poor out of the cycle of poverty in a sustainable manner so that they can fully enjoy their basic rights. The attainment of this goal depends mostly on the commitment of individual countries in partnership with the international community.

Having said that, poverty reduction strategies therefore do not represent a goal in themselves but rather provide the mechanism for establishing the priorities in reducing poverty and as such establish the on-going process that requires participation of all stakeholders. That process can promote a dialogue between civil society and the government in which the voices of the poor will be better heard.

When we refer to the poor, we need to take in account of women as well as men. Poverty generally has more negative effects on women. This is a result of the unequal power relations between men and women and of the multiple roles and tasks of women as compared to men. So gender relations must be given attention in any effort to reduce poverty. It is therefore not surprising that there is an increasing international consensus about the importance of the inclusion of the gender perspective in poverty reduction strategies. The Netherlands strongly supports this view and stimulates improvement in that sense.

In order to reduce poverty among women as among men, one needs to have a gender-based understanding of poverty and its causes and consequences. Gender-disaggregated poverty analysis therefore has an important role in the early stages of poverty reduction strategies. This analysis can be used to identify specific actions that respond to gender related issues. It is also necessary to look at the different effects of national budgets on men and women by applying more gender-orientated budgeting. More importantly, the allocation of budgets for poverty reduction strategies needs to give enough priority to gender-responsive actions.

Another element of poverty reduction strategies that needs to be made more gender sensitive, is the consultative process. Referring to what I earlier stated about the participation of all stakeholders, it is of the utmost importance that representatives of poor women and women’s organizations are also consulted while developing poverty reduction strategies in order to understand the specific problems and needs of women and to determine whether the identified actions are appropriate.

As far as monitoring and evaluation is concerned, the inclusion of gender-sensitive indicators in poverty reduction strategies is crucial. Such indicators will help us determine the impact of the actions on poor men and women and whether the actions need to be modified. Further, in the M & E process, the role of national machineries for women and gender-concerned groups should be encouraged.

Last but not least, to successfully implement gender-sensitive and gender-responsive poverty reduction strategies there needs to be a good understanding, followed by commitments at all levels of responsibility, from the national to the local government. The national machineries for women can facilitate and support this through the provision of awareness training and the conduct of advocacy activities.

All the countries participating in this workshop are ether preparing or implementing poverty reduction strategies. You may have encountered a number of constraints in your attempts to engender these strategies. However, as I mentioned earlier, this is an on-going process which you need to learn by doing and sharing experiences with others. The Netherlands wishes to be part of that. As this workshop offers an opportunity for these efforts, I believe, it will show fruitful discussions through your active participation. I wish you an interesting time.

Thank you.
