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Observations & Suggestions for 2004 Census, Timor Leste
1. Census Personnel
Assign a team at the statistics office (some may be hired from other countries) to conduct 2004 Census from planning to data publication stage. Since the languages spoken in Timor vary widely, local people should be used as enumerators –school teachers at primary level may be the most suitable because they can influence the public (respondents) and can communicate well with local people. Use as many female enumerators as possible to encourage women to act as respondents in the census canvassing.  This helps to get more reliable responses about women and their lives. Involvement of females at higher levels of census operation (supervisors, officers, chief) will also enhance the gender perspective.

2. Census tools and implements
Household Questionnaire
For operational convenience and to avoid response errors, it is better to design the household schedule (questionnaire) in long sheets of paper in such a way that

· All questions are asked in the top (first) row;
· All other rows are allocated for household responses

· One row is enough for one household

· Place the area identification at the very top

· Place code specifications at the very bottom, and
· One book consisting of several copies of these long sheets is enough for one enumeration area (EA). Produce as many books as needed.

Individual Questionnaire
Again for operational convenience and to avoid response errors, it is better to design the individual census schedule (questionnaire) in long sheets such that 

· All questions are asked in the top (first) row;
· In case all questions cannot be accommodated in one row, the latter one third page of the sheet can be folded and the remaining questions asked in the top row of the folded page.  The corresponding responses (by looking at the same individual listed before) can still be collected in appropriate rows with no need to copy the household members in subsequent pages;
· All other rows are allocated for individual responses;
· One row per individual;
· One page per household; 

· One book consisting of several pages per EA.

· Place area identification at the very top (only the unique EA Household No. as indicated in the household schedule)
· Place code specifications at the very bottom.
Instruction/Training Manual

Prepare an instruction/training manual for standardization and coordination of the census concepts, definition and methodology adopted. It must cover

· The concept/definitions of the terminologies used in the census schedules, 
· reference point or period, 
· the skip patterns to be followed, 
· the meaning of the exact wording of the questions in census schedules, 
· gender concerns in the questionnaire – with good descriptive examples and illustrated sketches. 
Use the manual in training all census personnel from the most senior to the most junior.

Publicity material/Publicity campaign

Prepare publicity materials conveying the message of upcoming census 2004 to create awareness among general public and other materials portraying the gender concerns about the gender specific content in the questionnaire to sensitize the public in this regard. (posters, pamphlets, stickers, telefilm, T.V. spot, radio spots etc.) 
Launch the publicity campaign at least a month before the actual census canvassing and continue till the end of the field work.
3. Census Questionnaire of Timor-Leste (pilot)

3.1 The questionnaire is designed to include only private households.  However, it may be more useful and more comprehensive to bring out output tables addressing gender issues, if population living in army barracks, student hostels, orphanages and the like are included in 2004 Census.
3.2 The questionnaire is designed in such a way that the sex of all household members are asked in Parts 4 and 5 of the questionnaire and is designed to retain the same order of all members in all other parts of the questionnaire. There is sufficient room to bring out all tables disaggregated by sex and cross classified by various other variables to address gender issues. Minor changes or additions of some options (as suggested below) provide the opportunity to produce tables addressing gender issues.
3.3 In Part 1, Q. No. 8, the name of the household may be retained or may be replaced by Respondent or by Reference Person, but the sex of head or respondent or reference person must necessarily be asked. Note that sex of household head can again be traced from Part 4 of the questionnaire but not the sex of Respondent or Reference person, if applied.
3.4 In Part 3, clarify the type of housing – whether or not this is the house where the household is living. Note that more than one household may live in one house. In Part 3, Q. No. 2: If the ownership status is self owned, then add two options – whether it is owned by Female or Male member of the household. Add question on household amenities and possessions like sources of drinking water, toilet facilities by type, possession of electricity and the possession of consumer durables like Radio, TV, Refrigerator and Car. It is very important to generate cross-classified tables on female/male population living in various API level of household and their employment, media exposure and the like.

3.5 Part 4 and part 5 can be combined by listing the name of usual members of household first followed by any visitors with a specific code against their name(s)

3.6 In Part 6, ask the reason for absence (such as for work, education, marriage) for all absentees who have already been living outside home for more than 3 months or 6 months.

3.7 In Part 7, caption 4, Marital Status – if married – ask whether living with one spouse or with more than one spouse, if applicable. Same Part caption 5 and 6 – Ask for only children under 15 years of age and it is better to re-organize the options like “living with biological parents”, “biological mother only”, “biological father only” or “with others” – which provides information to generate tables on girl children and boy children who may be at risk.

3.8 In Part 8, captions 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 on literacy, reorganize the questions as “Are you able to read and write in any language – Yes/No – If yes, give space to insert the code given (of language) at the bottom. This saves space in the questionnaire and accommodates more languages if necessary. Add a question on children under 15 years of age – whether or not they are currently going to school, and if yes, whether in private or public school.
3.9 In Part 9 caption 3: Reword the “Main Activity” as the “Activity you had performed most of the time in last one year”. Add options for fetching water, collecting fuel wood, producing goods for home consumption, household chores, no work performed and cut down the options 6, 7, 8, 9 housewife, dependent, retired, others.

Ditto, caption 4: Reword the “state main occupation” by “describe the main work activity of all activities you have performed (excluding household chores, student, no work) in the last one year”. 

Ditto, caption 6: Reword the “No. of months employed in last one year” by “No. of months you have spent in work activities you have performed (excluding student, household chores and no work) in traditional and extended type separately in last one year. Also ask the no. of months spent in job seeking. Add one question here on reason for not being active for all whose work duration is less than 6 months.
Ditto, caption 8: Reword “state main industry, trade or service” by “describe the main product/service produced in the workplace where you undertook your main work activity”.

Note that the Timor standard classification of occupation (TSCO) and industry (TSIC) (up to 4 digit level or up to 2/3 digit level as needed) needs to be prepared before coding the collected data – for captions 5 and 9.

3.10 In Part 10 Question no. 2 – Women’s line no. from Part 7 provides details about those women, not from Part 3.
Canvass all questions from Question no. 4 – 14 to all ever-married women, not only currently-married women.  This is useful to see whether the reason for divorce may be due to infertility, son preference etc.

Asking the total number of children that a man has from all wives (if applicable) may also be useful.  Add a question on persons who died by sex and causes of death.
