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NI ICITYUPDATE
MOVING FORWARD
TH WOMEN POWER

By Rokiah Mahmud

o country can afford 1o ignore the need to
N help women reach their full potential. Any
country that chooses (o place their women at

2 subservient position will be doing so at their
own loss.

This cbservation was made by Datin Hajah Adina
Othman, the Deputy Minister of Culture, Youth & Sports,
during the opening of the ISB Bomeo Global Issues
Conference (BGIC) IX 2011 themed “Women In The 21*
Century™ yesterday.

The theme of this year's student-managed conference
was selected in conjunction with the historic launch of
the United Mations Entity for Gender Equality and the
Empowerment of Women (UN Women) on Jan 1, 2011

In her keynote address, Datin Hajah Adina noted that
ignaring the potential of women and their empowerment
meant neglecting half of the potential of society in
the ad of peace, ity, d and
development in any region in the world.

Women in Brunei have equal
access to administration of the
country, education, healthcare

and business opportunities

Datin Hajah Adina Othman, Deputy Minister

of Culture, Youth & Sports, delivering her
id during the g of the

1SB Borneo Global lssues Conference IX 2011

‘Women in Brunei enjoy equal access to administration
of the country, education. healthcare and business
opportunities, the Deputy Minister reaffirmed.

As the lead agency on women's issues in Brunei, the
Ministry of Culnire, Youth & Sports strongly supports all

- ofthe 'C ittee on the
Elimination of Discrimination Against Women' (CEDAW)
and within the national philosophy of MIB (Malay Islamic
Monarchy), she added.

Meanwhile, Ms Mo Fizani, Representative and
Rew'_onal Programme Director of UN Women, East and

While gender issues have b ingly the focus
of international attention, gender inequalities continue to
exist, the Deputy Minister said, adding that this threatens
not only the well-being and dignity of millions of girls
and b i Jeapardi fforts to bring abour
sustainable development and world peace.

According to Datin Hajah Adina, 70 per cent of the
global population of the world’s peor are women, making
up two-thirds of the world’s illiterate Lt

Asia Regional Office, explained that the creation
SF L7 Wom bout 25 part of the UN refio d
bringing together resources and mandates for greater
impast.
In East and Southeast Asiz, UN Waomen will build on
the work that UNIFEM has been doing, particularly in

niorms for gender equality and emp;wennenl.

They also eam only 10 per cent of the werld's income
and own ane per cent of the world's property, she said,
adding that one in three females has been physically or
sexually abused, Furthermore, up 1o 800,000 people are
trafficked across international borders annually. Eighty
per cent of them are women and girls, and the majority of
them are forced into the sex wade.

The Millennium Declaration, which was agresd by 189
world leaders, includes gender equality and empowerment
of women as one of its eight goals,

in Brunei Darussalam, Datin Hajah Adina pointed out
that women have equal access as their male counterparts
with regard 10 services and opporiunities such as health,
| education, ewnership of property, traiming, entreprencurship
and employment.

“Raising the dignity of women means empowering
woren to b | their own lives, i ing their
productive and ductive roles which have been critical
ingredients in Brunei's i i p inthe21*
Century,” she said, noting that the Sultanate continuously
supports and protects women's rights in the community
and the country a5 a whole.

For instance, legislation for the protection of women |
and girls is manifested in many Actsand Orders, sech as the

Education 2007, the Employuent Order 2009,
as well as the Women and Girls Protection Act 1972, |

On religious marers, Datin Hajah Adina noted that the |
rights of women are fully protected with the Islamic Family
Dyrder, the Married Women's Act 1999 and other measures
in tackling domestic violence. |
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ROYAL STAND ON EQUALITY

AZROL AZMI

i o)

Her Royal Highness Paduka Seri Pengiran Anak Isteri Pengiran Anak Sarah
is seen with an ISB student-speaker during the ISB Borneo Global Issues
Conference IX at ICC yesterday. Her Royal Highness said Brunei Darussalam
provided full access in education and healthcare for youth regardiess of
gender. HRH was met on arrival by Deputy Minister of Culture, Youth and
Sports Datin Hjh Adina and ISB Executive Principal Mr David G Taylor MBE.

Full report & photos in pages 4 & 5
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ABOVE: HRH Paduka Seri Pengiran Anak Isteri Pengiran Anak Sarah
delivering her sabda during the opening ceremony of The ISB Borneo
Global Issues Conference IX yesterday

RIGHT: HRH Paduka Seri Pengiran Anak Isteri Pengiran
Anak Sarah opens the conference with the strike of the gong
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WoMEN Topr BORNEO GLOBAL ISSUES

By Rokiah Mahmud

PADUKA sep; peursm.\

BINTI PENGIRAN

any girls and women today still do not have
THE Q&hen of ™ as, h’

proper access to basic education, gainful
employment and proper h

in steering youth on the path towards becoming more
responsible and caring global citizens.

Participating students will also be put to the test in
terms of their communication skills and their ability

N Royal Highness Paduka Seri Pengiran Anak
“ (OMEN | Isteri Pengiran Anak Sarah binti Pengiran Haji Sallch
T Ab Rahaman stated at the opening ceremony of The ISB
Bomeo Global Issues Conference IX (1SB BGIC IX) at the
Internationzl Convention Centre in Berakas yesterday.
Her Royal Highness, the Royal Patron of the
conference, was greeted on arrival at the ICC by Datin
Hjh Adina binti Othman, the Deputy Minister of Culture,
Youth and Sports and Mr David G Taylor MBE, the
Executive Principd! of Intemnational School Brunei.
HRH in her sabda said that, here in Brunei Darussalam,
regardless of gender, access to all levels of educati

tu pu':scnl their arg and counter- In
Ithcare, Her ion, the also serves as a platform for
i 10 work in ion with each other and
make new friends, while at the same time enabling them
to set up a regional network of
friendship that helps to bring
the peoples across the region

Royal
Patron

closer together.
With this year’s theme
being centered on women's

and healthcare is provided to all of the nation’s youth
by the Government of His Majeely the Suhan ami Yang
Di-Pertuan of Brunei D the

issues, the ultimate goalofﬂle
conference is to recognise the Op ens
uemra.iny of gender equillry.
ngns of wnmen 10 pammpam

BGIC IX

in and enjoy economic and
ial devel

has also wi d the historic app of Brunei
Darussalam’s first woman Attorney General and first
woman Deputy Minister, HRH said.

Over 300 local smdenls and some foreign delegates

g Japan, and Thailand are

pamclpu.tmg in the fuurdqy conference, which this year
carries the theme, “Waomen in the 21* Century™.

Among the other.mes of 1B BGIC |s o encourage
mutual under and i

'[‘hmughmn the conference,
pamcnpanng students will debate various wpm inamock-
of UN dings in four main debating
motions: Smenchﬂws, Human Rights, Politics
and the Environment.
At the event, HRH also consented to present tokens of
appreciation to various main local sponsors and supporters
for their part in helping ensure the smooth running of the

YANG TERAMAT MULIA
PADUKA SERI PENGIRAN ANAK ISTERT PENGIRAN ANAK SARAH

BINTI PENGIRAN HAJISALLEHMRR}W DIL
wm&uurwuwmm(m

’-1

HRH Paduka Seri Pengi Anak Isteri Pengiran Anak Sarah in a group photo with the paneilists, speakers and supporters of the ISB BGIC IX
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Hana Roslan
BANDAR SER| BEGAWAN

SUPPORT efforts to develop
women's rights and empowerment
by educating them to achieve their
full potential, Her Royal Highness
Paduka Seri Pg Anak Isteri Pg Anak
Sarah told a conference yesterday.

In a sabda during the opening of
International School Brunei (ISB)
Ninth Borneo Global Issues, HRH
said many girls and women today
still do not have access to basic
education, gainful employment
and proper healthcare.

“Women will realise the am-
bitious targets for slashing ex-
treme poverty and hunger, ma-
ternal and infant mortality,
rampant diseases, and lack of ac-
cess to education and health
services,” stressed HRH.

With UN Secretary-General Ban
Ki Moon repeatedly calling on the
global community to achieve the
Millennium Development Goals by
2015, he also said that women were
at most “the very core of our final
push”, HRH added.

HRH also remarked that Brunei,
regardless of gender, had access to
all levels of education and
healthcare provided by His
Majesty's Government.

"Recently we also witnessed the
historic appointments of Brunei's
first woman Attorney General and
first female Deputy Minister (Min-
istry of Culture, Youth and Sports),
" she said.

As this year’s conference is
themed “Women in the 21st Cen-
tury”, HRH said that world leaders
who participated in the
Millennium Development Goal
Summit 2010, has recognised the
importance of gender equality,
women's empowerment and the
rights of women to participate as
well as enjoy economic and social
development.

“Indeed these rights are among
the key deliverables towards the
attainment of these goals,” said the
royal patron of the conference.

This attainment can be seen in

the setting up of UN Women, an
entity set up by the UN assembly to
champion gender equality and
empowerment of women and the
appointment of Michelle Bachelet,
former president of Chile as the
executive director.

HRH also said that she was
pleased to see that at this year's
conference, there were several
young women who had the oppor-
tunity to expose their leadership by
being elected secretaries-general
and committee chairwomen of the
conference, Participants were also
hoped to treat the conference “as if

orts to empower women

(Above) HRH Paduka Seri Pengiran Anak Isteri Pengiran Anak Sarah (L)
presenting the souvenir to the event supporter during the launching of the
9th Borneo Global Issues Conference (BGIC) hosted by ISB at main conference
hall, ICC. (Left) Deputy Minister of Culture, Youth and Sports Datin Hjh Adina
Othman (L) and Attorney General Datin Paduka Hjh Hayati POKSDSP Hj Mohd
Salleh (R) were among the guests. Pictures: BT/Zamri Zainal

they were indeed really debating
and negotiating around a table in
the UN".

] believe the process of dis-
cussion and debate will provide
lessons in communication and
public speaking that will evolve
into essential life skills that hold
them in good stead throughout
their future pursuits and careers,”
she said.

Itis hoped that there would be an

The Brunei Times, Sunday 13 March 2011

establishment of a regional net-
work of friendship and camarad-
erie that help bring the people in
the region closer.

“The ecross-section of student
representation from across our re-
gion enriches the process of dis-
cussion and sharing of ideas that is
an integral part and will be an im-
portant contributor to the success
of the event,” she said.

The Brunei Times
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Overcoming gender
barriers in LatAm

GUATEMALA CITY

hometown of Ixchiguin in

northwest Guatemala to
work as a domestic in the capital: a
common story among rural girls
and women in Central America. “T
went fo scheol up to fourth grade,”
she told IPS.

‘The teenager, who belongs to the
Mam community, one of the main
Mayan native groups in
Guatemala, says her father tried
without success to convince her to
stay in school. But since she began
working eight months ago, she
sends him the equivalent of US$43,
exactly halfof her monthly wage, to
help support her three younger
sisters.

(Chilel still dreams of becoming a
schoolteacher. “Next year Il go
back to schoal,” she says while get-
ting ready to clean the house for
the family she works for.

Like her, thousands of Central
American women face innumer-
able economic and secial barriers
to education and i
severely limit their job
opportunities B

This year, the theme of Inter-

AMARILIS Chilel, 15, left her

Not for single women

KARACHI, PAKISTAN

OBIA Aslam, in her forties

and twice divorced, often

feels she should get mar-
ried a third time.

*“Our society is tuned to a
family system. There is no pro-
vision for being single,” says
Aslam, talking to IPS.

The whole society is gea
that. Everything from meal
discounts in fancy restaurants, to

it ising “two for the
price of one” to cookery shows on
various TV channels to advertise-
ments, there is nothing that
promotes or celebrates being

Aslam, who works in a mult-
national company, in the southern
port city of Karachi, has a teenage
daughter and knows what it entails

and working - all single-handedly.
Aslam’s lri;;nd: suggest rhil:sh];

remarry. “1 have not completel

abandoned the idea, but no one

ight vigil to vow the end of

on the eve of the

Women's Day

organised by Acid Survivors Foundation. Picture: EPA

self with education if she *wanted

The Filipino maid had tobe let go

national Women's Day is con- or to  to live away aswell as the lifestyle of leisure and
sidered essential to breaking down marry a divorced woman in her the shadow of her father and fun.
the discrimination faced by so forties!” she says. brothers”, From learning to write a cheque,
many women around the To fight the negativity surround-  And so she did — she first taking care of the household
In Guatemala, for example, “At ing being single here, apart from  completed her post-graduate budget, and driving a car, Riaz
age seven, only 54 per cent of Executive ic | being ially strong and studies and went on fo do her learnt to become a workingwoman
Mayan girls are in school, Commission forLatin America and having family support. educationis  masters's degree. Later she as a school librarian, in a private
compared with 71 per cent of the Caribbean (ECLAC) Alicia Bércena | the only real armour. received a diploma in library  school in Karachi.
M: boys and 75 per cent of (R)and Chilean former president “Iwould not have been so confi-  science. “But bnnpn&:p three kids on
[B?I:I"II (persons of mixed race an-  Michelle Bachelet (L) participate in dent or survived had I not The sudden death of her hus- my own was most difficult,”
cestry) girls,” says a 2007 study by Brasilia, Brazil during my education,” Nuzhat  band 17 years ago turned Riaz’s  Riaz acknowledges.
the US-based Population Council.a  inauguration of the eleventh Riaz, 46, tells IPS. iryland “topsy ", she says. Most single women here say they
i Regional C: nen She received a good piece of ad- “His death brought me back to  are often pitied - though pity is
rights.  from Latin A d Caribbean. vice from a neighbour after the the real world and all the mixed with suspicion.
IPS  Picture: EPA death of her husband - toarm her-  problems.” Ps
Shining light on
women’s rights
Andrea Lunt ‘working with women across Africa,
UNITED NATIONS with cular focus on peasant
farmers in five countries ~ Benin,
OW does a woman challenge  Burkina Faso, Cote d'Ivoire, Ghana

There was nothing .
or say, in the middle of a crowded
i that would have made
and so we stood

effectively complicit, as

how many more

been before and

awful
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deeply entrenched cultural

practices to convince her
husband, her brother or father that
s]mnnd.elmnd:c?:l ights?

This is the ques many
women across Africa today, es-
raciz.lly in rural areas where high
evels of illiteracy have
slrls and their ‘mothers “in the

lark'" when it comes to civil
liberties.

It might sound like an uphill
battle, but African activists at this
week’s Commission on the Status
of Women (CSW) in New York are
prmm ::!Iying. and even
transf status quo can
e done. s i
“We are giving women 1
‘nity to claim their rights and those
of their children and relatives,”
‘Women in Law and Development
in Africa (WILDAF) represeni
Bernice Sam told a forum at this
week's CSW. “And we're i
with different religions; Muslims
and Christians alike.”

Since 2009, WILDAF has
spearheaded a campaign that is

an'fhlmprofmmm involves trai
e involves train-
ing Legal Literacy Volunteers
(LLVs), who go on to spread the
word about and hu-
man rights, through public
seminars, illustrated brochures,
and radio and TV initiatives.

More than 8,000 women have
‘benefited umf:‘u; Ihehpnblic aware-
ness so far, using their
newfound knowledge to. !ldom-
estic violence, assert property
rights, and even contest candidacy
in local elections.

The success of WILDAF's ap-

is that they not o et
mwmmm%ﬁﬁﬁ’c’u%,
ice, government leaders, judges,
Mdih::al leaders, teachers, civil
society, and even the military, in
their training and mediation.

unteer paralegals have gone on to
create village committees in which
both men and women work
together to fight against the viol-
ation of human rights. s
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