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    TERMS OF REFERENCE 
1. Background 

In Cambodia, UN Women in Cambodia works to ensure that gender equality and women’s empowerment are achieved and women’s human rights are promoted and protected. UN Women Cambodia Country Office aims to foster strong relationships with both the Royal Government of Cambodia and civil society, as well as supporting the effective communication and collaboration between these two parties. UN Women Cambodia is dedicated to the deepening of democratic governance through the increased representation and participation of women in both formal and informal decision making processes. 

This grant is funded through the Regional Programme on Improving Women’s Rights in Southeast Asia Programme Phase II (2011-2015). The primary goal of this programme is to reduce discrimination of Women in the South East Asian Region and successfully advance the implementation of the Convention of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) and Women’s Human Rights protection. 
The three outcomes of the Regional Programme on Improving Women’s Rights in Southeast Asia Programme Phase II (2011-2015) are:

1) Increased skills and knowledge on CEDAW compliance in development and monitoring new and revised legislative frameworks
2) Increased awareness among formal and informal justice system actors of CEDAW commitments
3) Strengthened monitoring and accountability mechanisms for implementation of CEDAW commitments
This programme focuses on building capacity and knowledge, exchange and collaboration, and setting priorities in Cambodia and the region. In addition to strengthening expertise and awareness of Cambodia’s commitments to gender equality and women’s human rights, this programme aims to work towards effective monitoring and accountability mechanisms under CEDAW and other international human rights treaties. The programme spreads across seven countries including Cambodia, Thailand, the Philippines, Timor Leste, Indonesia, the Lao Peoples Democratic Republic (Lao PDR) and Vietnam. 
The realization of women’s human rights is at the centre of UN Women’s work. Constraints on fundamental freedoms are daily realities for many women in Southeast Asia. CEDAW is often referred to as the ‘women’s bill of rights’. It is one of the core international human rights treaties, which requires Member States to undertake legal obligations to respect, protect and fulfill human rights. This initiative is linked most clearly to outcome 3 of this programme.
As the vast majority of the Cambodian population is under 30 years of age, UN Women has chosen strategically to focus on young women as a key target group. Young women have strong potential to be valuable actors in all facets of society and need to be prioritized to ensure they have ample opportunities to participate and lead in public life. The meaningful participation and leadership of young women is essential to strengthening democratic governance and the future of Cambodia. 
2. Objective of  UN Women Support to young women
Overall goal: 


The main goal of this programme is to increase support to young women in advocacy on women’s human rights and promote their enhanced participation in the public sphere, with a particular focus on civic engagement, community organizing and skills building. The grant aims to provide accessible, strategic and responsive funding for young women led initiatives. 
This programme is aimed at young women leaders who are active in different fields (Civil Society, Universities, Government and the private sector) and are representative and connect with other young women, in particular from marginalised backgrounds or situations.  UN Women aims to build young women’s capacities and leadership skills and empower them to particulate in public and political decision making. 
Expected outcomes of work with Young women:  
· Young women and their organizations effectively influence key decision makers to promote gender equality in leadership, and  in the advancement of women’s human rights
· Increased participation of young women in the public sphere, including where possible in the political sphere
· Increased collaboration between young women’s networks and effective joint actions
· Voices and contributions of marginalized women are amplified in the public sphere 
UN Women Cambodia is particularly interested to receive for proposals that focus on one or more of the following: 
1) Joint proposals or proposals that include joint activities with 2 or more women’s networks or NGOS  that are aimed at the following: 
2)  Increase young women’s participation in public life, particularly in civic engagement or political participation
3) Engage marginalized young women such as indigenous women, rural women,  ethnic minorities’, women with disabilities, women with HIV AIDs, sex workers, or women who are particularly voiceless in Cambodian society 
4) Working to strengthen legal frameworks that promote and protect women’s human rights 

5) Include advocacy that is contextually relevant such as: advocacy on the upcoming elections, special measures on increasing leadership positions of women, access to justice, elements of  CEDAW and Concluding Observations and other Human rights treaties that Cambodia has ratified
6) Enhance capacities of young women to participate in and influence or dialogue with government, media or civil society forums  
The proposal should demonstrate how the key achievements of the project will contribute to the goal and strategies of the Regional Programme on Improving Women’s Rights in Southeast Asia Programme.
3. Funding Period:  1 year, with possible renewal 
4. Budget: No more than USD 10,000
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